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Welcome to SUURJ
Welcome to the fourth volume of the Seattle University Undergraduate Research Journal
(SUURJ). Our team of student editors is excited to publish the product of our yearlong
partnership between our dedicated editorial board, wonderful faculty content editors, and
talented student writers. It is an essential value of SUURJ to highlight diverse undergraduate
perspectives that are often dismissed in academia. As editors, we appreciate that SUURJ
has offered us the opportunity to engage with conversations about topics outside of our
disciplines, and we are committed to providing our community the same opportunity.
This year, we are excited to present an interdisciplinary journal that includes subject
matters such as biology, art history, international studies, psychology, history, communications,
English, and economics. While we do not select works based on a theme, we found that many
of this year’s pieces focused on representing marginalized communities and advocating for
social change—ranging from studies of climate change to critiques of structural inequities
around the world and right here at Seattle University. Our authors are not only writing
about social change; through their work, they are creating it. As editors of a publication
focused on amplifying the diverse and powerful voices of Seattle University’s undergraduate
student body, we are humbled to provide a platform for our community to engage with these
perspectives. Our journal has genuinely been a labor of love, passion, and collaboration.
Our team had the pleasure of welcoming Professors Hannah Tracy and Tara Roth as
SUURJ’s co-chief faculty editors. We have witnessed their work and dedication to the journal
through late nights, stressful deadlines, and our unceasing questions. Working with Professors
Tracy and Roth has been a blessing in our lives, as students, as editors, and as friends. Not only
have they embraced the history of the journal started by Dr. Molly Clark Hillard, but they have
allowed us to make it our own. Because of the work of the editors in each consecutive year,
submissions to the journal continue to grow in number, and we are thrilled to have made our
own contributions to the success of SUURJ.
Although we are absolutely biased, we could not imagine having a better editorial team.
Each of us brought our own perspectives, experiences, and talents to the table. Without this
collaboration, SUURJ would not have been possible. Although our final quarter together has
been interrupted by the challenges that the world has been facing due to the coronavirus,
SUURJ has given us a sense of stability and community. We hope that witnessing the
integration of minds, majors, and passions will offer you the same experience.
In coming years, we look forward to growing the journal and solidifying its role in our
Seattle University community. Volume 4 truly speaks to our journal’s mission of providing a
platform for students across disciplines to enter into larger academic conversations, and we are
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excited to see how Volume 5 continues to progress this mission. In these uncertain times, it is
vital to celebrate the accomplishments of our students. Thank you for supporting SUURJ and
for all your help in realizing our mission.
Stay safe,
SUURJ Student Editorial Team
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